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Be It Resolved…

As 2014 begins many look to make New Year’s resolutions.  This is the custom as people look for ways to improve themselves.  We seem to be driven by some force to become better than we are.  Conscious of our own deficiencies, we pick this arbitrary starting date to make changes.  We seem to need starting dates and deadlines in our lives to get things done.

What I am offering here today is neither my list of resolutions, nor a suggested list for others.  What I am putting forth is a few proposed resolutions for all of us.

1.	Be it resolved that we will show greater appreciation not only for the beautiful music we are blessed with each Sunday but for the musicians that share their gifts with us.

Martin Luther once said that music is the handmaid of the Word and never is more evident than our Sunday mornings where we are privileged to hear not only wonderful choral music but remarkable preludes by Esther, Wanda, and occasionally by visiting musicians. I know that we are appreciative of these fine musicians sharing their talents but we would do well to express our appreciation with our attentiveness.  It is extremely distracting, as well as discouraging; to a musician trying to do their very best when there is a lot of movement and folks still talking.  We are a very friendly and neighborly congregation, and it is good that we so eagerly greet one another, but I think it would be best if we expressed this neighborliness during our greeting time or after the service.  Let us use this time of music which touches our souls to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

2.	Be it resolved that we will replace talking about tithing or percentage giving with encouraging a life of generosity.

This may seem strange coming from a preacher but it shouldn’t.  Consider what another preacher has said, “I wonder if it’s time to drop talking about tithe altogether? Not because it’s not biblical or because it’s offensive. My problem with the way we’ve talked about tithing is it completely misses the point. Giving because I’m told to, or because I’m grateful, or because the church needs it aren’t bad things, they’re just secondary. Really, really secondary.
Giving is about generosity. Generosity opens up the soul. Generosity connects me with God. When I give away what I’ve worked so hard to earn I begin to understand the Gospel. I begin to experience the heart of God as he sees his son dying on a cross for the sin he did not commit. Generosity is the key to the treasure chest of joy. When I give I experience just a taste of heaven.
Teaching people that giving is about duty or thankfulness or responsibility is like getting married  because she cooks a mean apple pie. Apple pie is fine, but marriage is so much more. Percentage giving is fine, but generosity is so much more.”
Let’s be generous people that we can continue to be a generous Church: generous with our time, with our friendship, with our abilities, our witness, our giving and our service.

[bookmark: _GoBack]											Bart Sistar, Pastor








































                     



























OUR MINISTRY FOR 
JANUARY

USHERS: 
Tony Caulder and Johnny Caldwell





PRAYER LIST

The family of Berry Bonds, Merrill Jennings Wood, Alvin Raley, Amy Murphy, Rev. Don McKinney, Brent Dorrier, Billy Boulware, Jr., 
David & Annette Rabon, Narcie Jeter, Katie Kendall, Rena Spence, Doris Barr, Ann Bailey, Frank Martin, Lynne Moore, Rosetta Watson, Ginny and Bill Coats, Mary Thomas
Taylor Novinger, Caroline Tolbert, 
Becky McAlister, Betty Coleman,
Carl Douglas, Vicky Melvin and Gill Upton Brown

Please, remember in prayer those serving our country in our armed forces both at home and overseas.

When you can, remember to send a card, call or visit:

Mabel Ward: The Waterford, 
Katherine Rabb:, Rock Hill, 
Lisa Lewis Meyer: Lowman, 
 Becky McMaster: NHC, Columbia
Elise Williams and Edith McAlister: Spartanburg, Dot Yon, Falls Church, VA


A special thanks to all who placed poinsettias in the sanctuary as it made the church a beautiful place of worship this Christmas.



Congratulations to Jay “Bubba” Boulware on his graduation from Clemson University on December 19, 2013.

The Young Adults would like to thank everyone who participated in the Luminary project 
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TO MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY WITH BIRTHDAYS IN
 JANUARY
	
Scott Mack				6
	Bradley Mincey			10		Mark Conner			16		Susan Jackson		          17	Kay Williams			19
	Win McMaster			20	
	Jacob McDonald			21		Edward Gates			22		Gini McDonald			23
	Jan Trent				26
	Bill Bundy				26
	Anna Sistare			26
	Alivia Martin			29
	Susan Hindall			30

(Please call the church office if you would like your birthday to be mentioned in our monthly tribute.)


MEMORIALS

In Memory of 
Evelyn S. McMaster
By 
Dick and Jan M. Litton

In Memory of
Kathy McLendon Young
By 
Johnny and Frances Porter, Brice and Nancy Blair

In Memory of
James Bailey
By
Larry and Nancy Stevenson



JANUARY CALENDAR

January  8   -  Vision Committee  7:00 p.m.	   



CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

CHURCH: 635-4087  
PARSONAGE: 815-0414
FAX: 635-4496
www.firstmethodistwinnsboro.com
E-mail: Firstumc@hotmail.com



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The FUMC Women will start collecting items for next year's yard sale, to be held in September 2014.  The collection point will be the "yellow door" Sunday School room downstairs - the same room used this year.  Please bring your items to the church during the normal church hours.  If you need assistance in getting the items to the church or have any other questions, please call Frances Porter at 718-6293.  



JANUARY FLOWER CALENDAR 
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WE ARE IN NEED OF FLOWERS FOR OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

Please consider placing a floral arrangement in the sanctuary in remembrance or in honor of your loved ones or simply to the Glory of God. 

Please remember to sign the calendar in the hallway behind the sanctuary or contact Julie in the Church office (635-4087). 

January 5, 2014

Mary Jim and Don Gunter

January 12, 2014

Open

January 19, 2014

Open

January 26, 2014

Open

Notify the Church office if you would like to provide flowers for a worship service.
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